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Date 12th September 2018 
 
Email:  
 
Dear,    
 
I am writing in response to your enquiry under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA) 
reference FOI/18/08/28.  
 
You requested the following information, please also see our response below: 
 
I submit this request for specific information regarding opioid-related overdoses and 
naloxone in the South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust area of 
responsibility. This information is sought under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA 
2000).  
 
1. What was the total number of ambulance call-outs for opioid-related overdose incidents, 

broken down by local authority and financial year since 2014/15 (i.e. 2014/15, 2015/16, 
2016/17 and 2017/18)? 
*If ‘opioid-related overdose’ incidents are not recorded, please provide the most similar 
type of incident instead, such as ‘heroin-related overdose’ incidents.   
Please see table below: 

 

  2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

Unknown 0  0 0  
*Less 
than 10 

Medway 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 13 

Brighton and Hove City 19 12 
*Less 
than 10 32 

East Sussex 13 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

Hampshire 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 0 

*Less 
than 10 

Kent 22 14 
*Less 
than 10 21 

Surrey 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 10 

West Sussex 11 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 13 
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*As this figure is less than 10 we are unable to provide the exact number as it may be identifiable to 
individuals 
 
The data from 2014-2017 was provided by searching the following problem/natures; 
Overdose/Ingestion – Accidental and Overdose/Poisoning – Accidental, and also a Free text search 
for ‘opioid’, ‘heroin’. 
 
The data from 2017-2018 was provided by searching the Free text for ‘opioid’, ‘heroin’ and filtered to 
incidents containing the words ‘overdose’ and ‘O/D’ 
 
Please note this may not be a true reflection of calls as there may be cases where this term is 
mentioned within the text but does not relate to the incident itself and may relate to something else 
i.e. patient’s medical history 
 
Please note that the problem nature is determined by the call taker, and not a diagnosis, what was 
found when a crew arrived on scene or what the patient was treated for if conveyed to hospital.  
 
2. How many times was naloxone administered by ambulance services, broken down by 

local authority and financial year since 2014/15 (i.e. 2014/15, 2015/16, 2016/17 and 
2017/18)? 
Please see table below: 
 

 
2014/15 2015/16 2016/17 2017/18 

Adur 
*Less 
than 10 13 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

Arun 22 22 22 15 

Ashford 19 17 24 13 

Brighton and Hove 101 137 113 113 

Canterbury 48 55 59 42 

Chichester 
*Less 
than 10 11 15 10 

Crawley 20 21 20 18 

Dartford 18 27 20 19 

Dover 33 35 43 29 

Eastbourne 20 33 27 33 

Elmbridge 12 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 15 

Epsom and Ewell 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

Gravesham 23 23 26 24 

Guildford 11 19 26 26 

Hart 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

Hastings 37 64 31 28 

Horsham 12 14 18 
*Less 
than 10 

Lewes 10 17 
*Less 
than 10 19 

Maidstone 25 50 46 43 



 

   
Chairman: David Astley    Chief Executive: Daren Mochrie QAM 

 

Medway 103 158 112 95 

Mid Sussex 12 11 11 14 

Mole Valley 
*Less 
than 10 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

Reigate and Banstead 14 17 12 15 

Rother 12 
*Less 
than 10 11 

*Less 
than 10 

Runnymede 10 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 

Rushmoor 26 31 19 17 

Sevenoaks 11 10 
*Less 
than 10 13 

Shepway 32 33 28 27 

Spelthorne 14 16 16 
*Less 
than 10 

Surrey Heath 
*Less 
than 10 

*Less 
than 10 11 11 

Swale 63 54 47 48 

Tandridge 
*Less 
than 10 13 15 

*Less 
than 10 

Thanet 47 63 64 57 

Tonbridge and Malling 10 19 13 18 

Tunbridge Wells 20 18 18 17 

Waverley 17 16 15 12 

Wealden 10 12 16 15 

Woking 20 27 33 12 

Worthing 14 33 26 13 

 
*As this figure is less than 10 we are unable to provide the exact number as it may be identifiable to 
individuals 
 
3. Do ambulance services currently directly provide take-home naloxone kits to people who 

use opioids after being treated for an opioid-related overdose?  
We do not provide this at SECAmb 
 

I hope you find this information of some assistance. 
 
 
If for any reason you are dissatisfied with our response, kindly in the first instance contact Caroline 
Smart, Information Governance Lead via the following email address: 
 
FOI@secamb.nhs.uk 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Freedom of Information Coordinator 
South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust 
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