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Dear ,

Thank you for your request for information, which we received on 12/07/2026.
We have considered your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000.
Please ensure you quote the Internal Reference number above in any future
correspondence.

Your Request

Pre-biopsy prostate MRI is central to accurate prostate cancer diagnosis, helping to
reduce unnecessary biopsies and improve detection of clinically significant disease.
However, rising incidence, growing demand for MRI within diagnostic and screening
pathways, and evidence of variable image quality are placing increasing pressure on
NHS services - threatening equitable access and consistent diagnostic performance.

The last national assessment of prostate MRI capacity was conducted in 2019.
PROACTive aims to address this gap by evaluating current NHS capacity and quality,
and implementing a structured improvement programme to support equitable, high-
quality prostate cancer imaging nationwide.

This questionnaire forms the first phase of the study. To ensure a complete national
picture, data are being collected via a Freedom of Information request. This approach
has been chosen to maximise response rates and ensure no trust is inadvertently
excluded from the assessment. Responses will inform national recommendations
only - no individual institution will be identified or singled out.

Saving Lives,
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Formal Response

South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust is an ambulance
service provider and does not provide prostate MRI, diagnostic imaging, biopsy, or
prostate cancer diagnostic services. Accordingly, the Trust does not hold the
information requested and is unable to provide a response to the questionnaire.

Next steps

Some information held by the Trust is routinely published on our website and may be
of assistance.

If you are dissatisfied with the Trust’s response to your request, you have the right to
ask for an internal review.

Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 working days of the
date of this response and should be sent to:

Richard Banks, Head of Corporate Governance at FOl@secamb.nhs.uk

The internal review will be conducted by an individual who was not directly involved
in handling your original request, ordinarily the Trust’s Data Protection Officer. We
aim to complete internal reviews within 20 working days of receipt.

If you remain dissatisfied following the outcome of the internal review, you may
complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO generally expects
complaints to be raised promptly following the completion of an internal review.

The easiest way to raise a complaint is via the ICO’s website:
www.ico.orqg.uk/foicomplaints

Alternatively, you may write to:
Information Commissioner’s Office
Wycliffe House

Water Lane

Wilmslow

SK9 5AF

Yours sincerely,

Corporate Governance Team
South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust
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