
 

   

 

 

 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
7th July 2026 
Internal Reference: 260630 
Email:  
 
 
Dear , 
 
Thank you for your request for information, which we received on 16/06/2026. 
We have considered your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

Please ensure you quote the Internal Reference number above in any future 

correspondence.  

 

Your Request and our Formal Response 

 

You informed me via this FOI request, made via this website, that the trust had no 
central record on deaths referred to the coroner: FOI 260501 

You have now informed me via another FOI request that the trust has central 
governance processes in which serious incidents are reviewed and may lead to 
deaths being referred to the coroner by the trust Legal Services Team: FOI 260510 

In this same FOI request response you have also informed me that the trust has 
undertaken relevant governance reviews in 2025 and 2026: 
 
 

 

 

 



 

"The Trust can confirm that reviews of patient safety and incident management 
processes have been undertaken, with the most recent major review conducted in 
2025 and a further internal review in 2026.  

These reviews considered the effectiveness of incident management processes, 
including escalation and referral pathways, including those relating to HM Coroner. In 
addition, there is regular informal liaison between Legal Services and the Area 
Quality Leads to ensure that this process and others are working as they should." 
 
1) Please disclose copies of the reports of these reviews undertaken in 2025 and 
2026 

There are no reports. The reviews were undertaken at meetings. 

 
2) Please disclose which parties undertook these reviews 

Representatives from Patient Safety and Legal Services. 

 
3) please disclose how many deaths in total were referred to coroners by the trust 
Legal Services Team over the period 1 January 2015 to 31 December 2025 

We do not have this data. 
 
If possible, please provide a breakdown by year 

 
Next steps 
 
Some information held by the Trust is routinely published on our website and may be 
of assistance. 
 
If you are dissatisfied with the Trust’s response to your request, you have the right to 
ask for an internal review. 
 
Requests for an internal review should be submitted within 40 working days of the 
date of this response and should be sent to:  
 
Richard Banks, Head of Corporate Governance at FOI@secamb.nhs.uk 
 
The internal review will be conducted by an individual who was not directly involved 
in handling your original request, ordinarily the Trust’s Data Protection Officer. We 
aim to complete internal reviews within 20 working days of receipt. 
 
If you remain dissatisfied following the outcome of the internal review, you may 
complain to the Information Commissioner’s Office (ICO). The ICO generally expects 
complaints to be raised promptly following the completion of an internal review. 
 

https://www.secamb.nhs.uk/
mailto:FOI@secamb.nhs.uk


 

The easiest way to raise a complaint is via the ICO’s website: 
www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints  
 
Alternatively, you may write to: 
Information Commissioner’s Office 
Wycliffe House 
Water Lane 
Wilmslow 
SK9 5AF 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
Corporate Governance Team 
South East Coast Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust 
 

http://www.ico.org.uk/foicomplaints

